MR. M'AL E E S E, 



return to o„ Ordor of the Honourable The House of Oouiu.00, 

dated 17 June i873j—^or, ‘ ’ 






Irish Office, 

25 June 1873. 



Gentlemen, ,p 

^«ice this day, and send you an extract from their Minutes ; I also rltum the 

‘ The Board of Superintendence of Countv of Antrim Gnr»l hr,Tf« j 

their consideration the file of papers transmitted by the Inspectors Ge™ri!'^ 
containing complaints made byjoseph G. Biggar in a letter to the ‘ Irish Se?- ’ 
Md also complaints by other parties as to the mode of treatment of Danik 

temt^rfrritkT*-‘“"’A“^-^°“’' “P^sonment in this gaol, for con- 

tempt of Court at Spring Assizes 1873. They have also considered cokes 
orrespondence between the local inspector and the Inspectors GenerS 

is alleged that the treatment of 
Daniel M Aleese is exceptionally severe, and they think they can most clearlv 
repoit upon the whole case, as they have been requested to^do, by noting the 
d egations separately, so far as they have been aWe to coUeet them and bv 
following each aUegation by a statement from themselves in detail of facte 

Surwitfaeprisre7^^^^^ 

__ thi; s lungtLsXtr' 

P“‘ “P°“ P"S““ or in prison dress 
19 & 00 vTe?%™r? a Floored his own food, although the 

inn? ®.®> s- '7, orders that prison dress shall be worn bv dl pri- 

soners whose imprisonment shall exceed one month, unless the Board shall 
direct otherwise, subject to the power of the Lord Lieutenant to rescind their 
order, and the 16tli section directs that it shall not be lawful for any convicted 
prisoner to use any food other than prison fare. 

2nd. It is complained that he occupies au ordinary cell, and is obliged 
to clean It; and a contrast has been drawn between the room in which he 
IS placed and that occupied lately by Mr. John Rea, who was committed 
on several occasions for one week for contempt of Court at Petit Sessions. 

« We state that he has never been asked to clean hU cell ; this is done bv an 
orderly, and the same accommodation which Mr. Rea had was offered to him 
and declined, on the ground that he had a more extended and cheerful iilace’ 
for open-air exercise where he is, and he did not like to go to the hospital in 
which we may observe, moreover, there has been lately typhus fever He was 
again offered the same rooms, which Mr. Rea occupied, along with the use of the 
^ place 
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place Tvhere he takes his exercise ; but he again declined it. He may be out 
all day, if he please. 

3. It is complained that he has no fire, and is not allowed to hare 
books, newspapers, writing materials, or private letters. 

“ We state that the prison has been heated with hot-water pipes, which 
acted pei-fectiy ; that this heating was continued for three weeks beyond the 
time allowed by the Act, up to 20 April, and the prisoner does not now complain, 
of cold. He has as many books and has always had as much writing paper, 
&c., as he wishes for ; and the only restriction upon newspapers has been that 
those which reflected in an intemperate manner upon the Administration have 
been stopped. On the suggestion of the Irish Government, we have agreed 
that this restriction may be removed. No private letter was ever stopped. 

“ 4. It is complained that he is greatly restricted in I’eceiving visits, and 
that those visits can only be paid on Saturdays. 

“ We state that the 109th section, Prisons Act, allows convicted prisoners to 
receive a visit on the first Monday of each month, on producing an order from 
the local inspector or a member of the Board of Superintendence. 

“ Daniel M'Aleese was committed March 29, and has received the following 
visits : — 

“ March 29, two visits; three persons at first visit. April 1, two visits ; five 
persons at first visit. April 3, four persons visited him at one time. April 4, 
one visit; April 6, three visits; April 7, three visits ; four persons at first visit. 
April 10, one visit ; April 12, two visits ; April 14, five visits ; two persons at 
first visit. April 15, one visit; April 17, two visits ; April 18, six visits ; April 
19, three visits ; April 22, three visits ; April 24, one visit ; April 26, one visit ; 
April 28, one visit; April 30, one visit; May 1, two visits. 

“ There was no order for admission asked from any of the above. 

“ 5. It is complained that he lies on a hard bed. 

“ We do not object to him procuring a bed, if he can make room for it in his 
cell 5 he says his bed is comfortable, but rrarrow. He has been supplied with 
extra blankets and piUow. 

“ We add, that we sent for the prisoner, who stated that he had always 
received the greatest civility from the Governor and officers ; that he wished to 
receive visits from his family without the presence of a warder, which we 
allowed. This request he had made for the first time two days since.” 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Richard Oulton, 

The Inspectors General of Prisons, Local Inspector. 

&c. &c. &c. 

(Submitted.) 

3 May 1873. (signed) John Lentaigne. 

Charles F. Bourke. 
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{Earl of Yarmouth.) 
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